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Photo Courtesy: Tim Macpherson/Cultura/Getty Images These days, golf carts are more than just vehicles to transport you and your buddies to the next distant green on the fairway. Some models comfortably seat four adults, prompting families to use them as quick short-range transportation in communities that allow residents to drive golf carts on
city streets. Even in towns with restrictions, many people use them on their own property to travel from one end to another and transport lightweight items. In short, owning a golf cart can be both useful and fun far outside the boundaries of a golf course. If you're willing to buy a used golf cart, you can often save a great deal of money, but you need
to learn what to look for and what to avoid to make sure your money is well spent. Start by considering these five factors when searching for the right used golf cart at a great price.Decide if You Want an Electric or Gas Golf Cartlt sounds simple enough — plug it in or fill it up — but this decision isn’t as easy as you might think. You need to consider
the pros and cons of the two different types of golf carts before deciding. Gas-powered golf carts usually run at higher speeds than electric carts and have more power — 10 to 14 horsepower for most gas carts versus 4 to 6 horsepower for electric. Combine the greater power with a range of 100 to 180 miles for a gas cart with a 4 to 6 gallon tank, and
gas carts are the clear winner when it comes to street driving. Electric carts average 15 to 25 miles per charge, depending on the battery capacity.Photo Courtesy: itsskin/E+/Getty Images However, maintenance for a gas golf cart is similar to a gas-powered lawn mower or tractor and requires much more effort. An electric golf cart merely requires
battery maintenance, which includes adding water periodically and keeping the battery cables clean. Electric golf carts are also much friendlier to the environment. They are generally an excellent choice for simple movement around your property and on golf courses unless the property isn’t flat. With less power than gas golf carts, electric models
don’t perform as well on hills. Additionally, you may not realize the battery is almost dead on an electric cart, while a gas cart has a fuel gauge to ensure you aren’t left stranded.One of the most important factors to consider when buying a used vehicle — golf carts included — is the condition of the vehicle. Has the cart been fully refurbished with an
engine or battery replacement, or are you buying it “as is” without any obligation on the seller’s part to make repairs? If it’s the latter, be sure to ask the seller pointed questions about any accidents or major mechanical problems the cart has experienced. Photo Courtesy: Walter Bibikow/DigitalVision/Getty Images Examine the motor or the battery to
check the condition, and inspect the seats, roof and tires to evaluate wear and tear. If you don’t feel comfortable making these assessments yourself, take a mechanic or someone knowledgeable with you to help. If a used golf cart needs a new battery or extensive engine repairs, both of which are expensive, make sure the price you pay accounts for all
the repairs you will need to make.Consider Golf Cart Options from Different BrandsAlthough numerous manufacturers make golf carts, three top golf cart brands have stood the test of time: Club Car, Yamaha and EZ-GO. All three companies have a long history making and selling reputable products and represent the gold standard in golf carts. Each
brand has its own vast array of accessories and customizations that could be included on used models, but other brands still have plenty to offer and shouldn’t be ruled out.Photo Courtesy: PNC/DigitalVision/Getty Images Models from manufacturers like Cushman, Polaris, Hitachi and Garia have a lot to offer and provide years of enjoyment and
satisfaction. Garia, in particular, bills itself as a provider of luxury golf “cars,” which means used models could be equipped with premium features at discounted prices.Think About the Features You Really NeedAny time you shop for anything, you want to think about the features you actually need as well as those you simply want. In most cases, golf
carts with more features will be more expensive, but it’s always possible to run across some real steals when you’'re shopping on the used market. Great bargains aside, the best course of action is figure out what you need and focus your attention on finding deals on golf carts with those characteristics.Photo Courtesy: amriphoto/E+/Getty Images Will
you be frequently driving your golf cart on rough terrain? Look for a model with larger tires for extra cushioning and shock absorption. Will you use it to drive up and down hills? Look for a gas-powered model with plenty of power. If your budget allows for it, then you can look for features and customizations that simply enhance the cart’s main
purpose. After all, the more the cart fits your needs and desires, the more you will enjoy it.Weigh the Pros and Cons of Buying from Dealerships and Private SellersAs a general rule, dealerships will attempt to sell golf carts at higher prices than private sellers, but exceptions are common. For example, dealerships often slash prices when they want to
get rid of inventory quickly, while private sellers may be determined to maximize their profits on their golf cart sales. Unfortunately, popular vehicle pricing guides like Kelley Blue Book and NADA don’t provide any information on values for used golf carts. That means you will need to spend some time researching dealership listings and private ads
on the internet and in newspapers to determine average prices in your area. Photo Courtesy: Thomas Winz/The Image Bank/Getty Images Be sure to take into account important details related to the age and condition of the golf cart. Dealers often refurbish golf carts before placing them on the sales floor, which dramatically impacts the value. They
may also offer a warranty with your purchase and financing if you need it. The sales professionals can usually provide information about many different golf cart models and help you make comparisons. If you have your eye on a particular golf cart, an individual seller may offer a lower price, but you will have to pay cash for the purchase, and won’t be
able to rely on financing unless you take out a private loan with your bank. The savings can be substantial, but it will also be up to you to make sure the condition of the golf cart matches the price you pay. If you don’t have any mechanical knowledge of golf carts, take someone with you who does. No matter where you buy your used golf cart, be
careful not to fall for claims and deals that are too good to be true. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET Play a round on the Walker’s rooftop this summer, with unbelievable views of the Minneapolis skyline. The one-of-a-kind course features 10 unique, artist-designed holes—including two brand-new additions and enhanced player amenities.
Fun for all ages! Concessions are available Thursday evenings, Saturdays, and Sundays through September 8. Hours & Admission Tuesday, Wednesday, Sunday, 11 am-5 pm Thursday, 11 am-9 pm Friday-Saturday, 11 am-6 pm Closed Mondays Tee times are assigned on a first-come, first-served basis. Last tickets are available 30 minutes before
course closes. On Saturday, September 21 Skyline Mini Golf will be closed. $10 ($8 Walker members, Wells Fargo card holders, and ages 7-18); free for ages 6 and under with paid adult. Each mini golf ticket may also be redeemed for one $5 gallery admission (up to $10 value) to use within 6 months. Tickets can be purchased at the Main Lobby desk,
near Esker Grove restaurant. If you're parking in the ramp, walk toward the Minneapolis Sculpture Garden/Main Lobby. Course & Weather Updates: 612-375-7600 New Members Play for Free! Become a new Walker member and get a free round of golf for everyone included in the membership (up to $52 value)! Membership starts at $5/month. Join
at walkerart.org/membership or 612-375-7655. Private Rentals & Events For information about private mini-golf course rentals and events for groups of 50 or more, contact events@walkerart.org or call 612-253-3540. Private course rentals are not available when the course is open to the public. Accessibility Skyline Mini Golf is partially accessible.
All holes are playable from the perimeter, if guests are unable to step onto the holes. For information about accessibility, please contact access@walkerart.org or call 612-375-7564. CCO0/itellus/Pixabay Researching and purchasing a new or used golf cart to take around on the green can be exciting. But before heading off and ordering one, there are a
few things to consider. What is your budget? Are you looking for something that is completely new or just new to you? What specifications are you looking for? What other uses might you utilize the golf cart for? Once you have a concrete idea of what your needs are and what would make the perfect golf cart for you, make sure to read a variety of
reviews to hear what your fellow golfers have to say. CustomizeThere are many different makes and models of golf carts so it is important to know what you are looking for before pulling out the cash or card. You could get anything from custom built carts with all the newest gadgets and specifications to a cart that has just the basics and
essentials.Carts can also be adapted to fit your needs. If you need mobility assistance, there are carts available that support you so you can work on your swing. If you are having a family day out and want to keep the kids safely in the cart while driving, consider purchasing brackets for the side of the cart. Are you playing in an area where the weather
is extremely changeable? Consider fitting your golf cart with an enclosure cover to block out the wind, rain or sun. One of the main decisions to make is if you would prefer electric or gas. While the two are close enough in the price range, there are a few large differences. Gas golf carts have a much stronger engine and don’t require batteries that
need charging every few hours. Electric carts are dramatically quieter and better for the environment. Once you know what you are looking for, it is time to start exploring and comparing prices. If you prefer to have a brand new golf cart, you may be looking at sale prices between $4,000 to $10,000 for a new model. With a new cart, you will receive a
warranty from the dealership or manufacturer compared to a used one where these often wouldn’t be included. If you would prefer something a little more budget friendly, used golf carts that are for sale come in somewhere between $2,000 to $5,000. There are numerous people and companies online that sell used golf cart without the hefty sale
price. For those that are on a tight budget, consider buying one that may need a little work done and then head to the salvage yard to see if they have the parts you need to get your cart up and running. These are great places to look for rebuilt carts and parts but may be hard to come by if golf courses aren’t popular in the area. Golf Cart BrandsIf you
are buying a new cart, keep in mind that along with Club Car and Yamaha, E-Z- Go is one of the leading global manufacturers of golf carts. On their website they have golf cart owner manuals and repair manuals that can be purchased between $44-$100 filled with diagrams. They also have parts, accessories, tires, and wheels that can also be ordered
if anything breaks or needs replacement. Salvage YardsGolf cart salvage yards that solely focus on carts can be gold mines for those who know what golf cart parts they are looking for. They usually have anything from brakes and bearings to mufflers and motors. While it may take time and a bit of driving, it could save you a lot of money in the long
run. TrailersOnce your golf cart is purchased, you can enjoy it not only on the greens but also around the home. One of the advantages that golf carts have over other vehicles is that they can be used in a variety of situations. If you have landscaping work you are doing around the house and need to move tools or plants around, consider looking for a
golf cart trailer. Golf carts are also commonly seen at zoos, on college campuses, around campgrounds and even on farms, so they can truly fit anyone’s needs. MORE FROM LIFE123.COM
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